
Arduaine Spring Festival

The unique charm of the National Trust for Scotland’s Arduaine Garden, 
near Oban, and the beauty of springtime in Argyll will be celebrated in a special 
festival this April, organised in conjunction with the Loch Melfort Hotel. 

Gardening personality Jim McColl (BBC Scotland’s Beechgrove Garden), David Mitchell of the 
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh, Sharon Webb of Kilmartin Museum and National Trust for 
Scotland wildlife expert Lindsay Mackinlay will all share their expert knowledge with attendees 
keen to learn more about the �ora and fauna of Argyll. 

Unique tours of Arduaine Garden by head gardener Maurice Wilkins will be one of the highlights 
of the weekend, when horticultural enthusiasts will be treated to a behind-the-scenes view of this 
stunning garden and its world-renowned plant collections.

Weekend packages available at £275 per person/per night, including all meals and a selection of 
events. Day rates and tours are also available. A part of the proceeds for the event will be donated 
to the Arduaine Garden appeal.

FRIDAY 16 APRIL 

18.45 – 19.30:
19.30 – 21.30:
21.30 – 22.30: 

22.30 – 01.00:

Pre-Dinner Drinks Reception
Dinner at Loch Melfort Hotel
‘The Scots Gardener and the Spring’
Talk by Jim McColl MBE (BBC Scotland’s Beechgrove Garden)
Informal Scottish Music Night

SATURDAY 17 APRIL

10.00 – 11.00:

11.30 – 12.30:

12.30:
Afternoon:

19.30 – 22.00: 

‘Eden on the Edge – Gardens of the Western Seaboard’
Talk by David Mitchell (Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh)
‘Spring in the Landscape: Argyll – Ancient Land of Light and Life’ 
Talk by Sharon Webb (Kilmartin Museum)
Light Lunch at Loch Melfort Hotel
Unique Tour of Arduaine Garden led by Maurice Wilkins, 
Head Gardener (The National Trust for Scotland)
Max 15 people per tour
Possible visit to Kilmartin Museum (own transport)
‘Spring on a Plate’
5 course Gourmet Dinner in the Loch Melfort Hotel’s Arduaine 
Restaurant (2 AA Rosettes), celebrating the best of Argyll’s and 
Scotland’s spring produce.

SUNDAY 18 APRIL

10.00 – 11.00:

11.00 – 12.00:

‘Call of the Wild: Argyll’s Rich Wildlife Heritage’
Talk by Lindsay Mackinlay (The National Trust for Scotland)
Informal Question Time with Jim McColl MBE, David Mitchell 
and Lindsay Mackinlay

The National Trust for Scotland is one of Scotland’s leading conservation charities, 
which relies on the �nancial support of its members to fund its important work of 
caring for the natural and cultural heritage of Scotland for everyone to enjoy.

You can join the National Trust for Scotland for as little as £5 per month for a family. 
To become a member, visit http://www.nts.org.uk/Join/Bene�ts

www.nts.org.uk

a place for gardens
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Jim McColl

For more information on this and other package options please refer to www.nts.org.uk/Events/Detail/525/ 
or www.lochmelfort.co.uk/special-offers.aspx. To make bookings contact 0844 493 2100


